
Issue  68 

Luxulyan  
Val ley  News 

Summer 2016 

The Friends of Luxulyan Valley 

£1.00 

Any article which appears in this newsletter is not necessarily the policy of The Friends of Luxulyan Valley 

Reg. Charity No. 1090218 £1.00 

 



    From the Editors 

We want to hear from you 

Date for next copy is 

 5 September - please send 

to John at 

folv@jmwlux.myzen.co.uk  

 Page 2 

Hello everyone, 

  
Welcome to the Summer edition of our newsletter and we hope 
you enjoy its content. We would particularly ask members to look 
at the items on Pages 11 and 14. Sadly, we report the passing of 
Graeme Miller. Also, many thanks to Roger and Hazel  for their 
contributions. 

       The Eds 

Forthcoming Events  
 

Sunday 10 July, 11am – 3pm 
Joint meeting with Friends of Fowey Estuary & Cornwall Butterfly  
Conservation. Walk in the Valley and picnic  in the paddocks. Hoping to 
see wild flowers and butterflies in the recently cleared paddocks, includ-
ing Cornwall’s largest and most spectacular butterfly. the Silver-washed 
Fritillary.  Bring a picnic to share. 
Meet 11am at Black Hill car park near the viaduct. SX 059 573 
 

Wednesday 20 July at 7.30 pm 
Talk : Kit Hill 
Meet: Luxulyan Village Hall, PL30 5QA 
 

Wednesday 17 August at 7.30 pm 
Talk: 20th Century miner by Brian Oldham 
Meet: Luxulyan Village Hall, PL30 5QA 
 

Saturday 20 August at 10.30 am (full day) 
Walk: Visit to Kennal Vale, Ponsanooth — Nature Reserve and site of 
19th century gunpowder works. Car sharing advised. 
Meet: Ponsanooth Methodist Church on Chapel Hill, TR3 7ET 
 

Wednesday 21 September at 7.30 pm 
Talk: Morwellham by Rick Stewart 
Meet: Luxulyan Village Hall, PL30 5QA 
 

Sunday 25 September  

Visit to Kit Hill. To be confirmed. Check our website nearer to the date 

for more information 
 

All our events are free for members and £2 for non-members 

 

Volunteer Dates July to October 2016 

Wednesday 13
th

 July 10 am - 3 pm Cut and clear the bracken near 

the Clay Dries and work along the Lower Tramway pulling the  

Himalayan Balsam. Meet Ponts Mill Car Park  
 

Wednesday 10
th

 August 10 am - 3 pm 
Steps: bottom end of steps from incline up to velvet path. Meet Ponts 

Mill car Park 

For more details contact Roger Smith on 01726 850792 or check 

our website. 
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This was the intriguing title of a film brought to the village hall by Events Secretary, Tracy  
Elliot. The inspiration behind the memorable peregrine and balloon jump is Lloyd Buck. He 
trained 3 peregrine falcons – Lucy, Sage and Willow – not only to catch food swung from a 
lure, but to follow the food when it was dropped or thrown from a height. He assembled an 
expert team of balloon pilots, skydivers and his peregrines to crack the question once and for 
all. How fast could a falcon fly, and what was its acceleration speed. Leo Dickinson and his 
wife were the action adventure film makers called in to help with the project, and their skills 
in following the falcons and the men who base-jumped were superb. 
 

Lloyd started by demonstrating acceleration speed using a friend on a motorbike, but unless 
you understood roughly the comparisons he was trying to make, this would be a wasted  
exercise. I did, however, gather that the force on the bike rider was something like 0.9g.This 
is a Wildlife, Science and Human Adventure Film where Natural History meets Extreme 
Sports, in an all-out, vertigo-inducing experience that will put your heart in your mouth and 
have you gripping the sides of your seat. 
 

Initially Lloyd’s action men jumped from the basket of a tethered balloon, with the falcons  
encouraged to follow them, when they exceeded speeds of over 120mph. From balloons 
they progressed to cliff edges on our south coast beaches when the birds experienced a 
force of 3g in acceleration, prior to using a 4,000ft high mountain in the Dolomites. During 
the journey, the team reached a bridge over 500ft high and decided to use that for a further 
training session, throwing the baited lure over the edge. Apart from one falcon going missing 
for a couple of hours, it seemed to go well. Nearing the final destination, the jeep had to be 
left and a fifteen minute walk took them all to the cliff face. All those who then sky-dived had 
an hours journey to return to the top of the cliff. During these training drops, various  
techniques were tried out, including a Lucy-cam, to give a bird’s eye view, an accelerometer 
was attached on another occasion which gave a g. force reading of 5g. 
 

At the age of 56 the cameraman Leo Dickinson did his first ever base jump to enable him to 
film the falcons in flight. Subsequently one falcon then attacked him, driving him perilously 
close to the cliff before he was able to move away and deploy his parachute. What did they  
discover during all this? Well, it appears that falcons can accelerate extremely fast, about 6 
times faster than a man on a motorbike, and their speed can reach over 200mph in under 
one second. Could there have been an easier way of proving it? That question I cannot  
answer, but I certainly wonder. 
 

Hazel  Harradence 

Secret Station 
Luxulyan station has now had a mention on national television – even the pronunciation was 
correct, and yes, you do need to put your hand out to get the train to stop. However, locals 
are now tasked with the job of explaining over the next months and years that clay mining 
never actually took place in the valley, although it was dried there and made its way by train 
through the valley. The man Tom who met Paul Merton on top of the “Treffrie” viaduct took 
him onto private ground and actually showed him a granite quarry, but a clay mine? Certainly 
not. And having once looked like the Somme? Jim finished up on the cutting room floor, but 
maybe he will get his chance at a later date. 
 

It certainly brings into question how many of the other programmes we have watched from 
the series are correct – it is quite within the realms of possibility that much of the fact given 
out will be the truth, rather stretched.                               

Hazel  Harradence 

The Falcon That Flew with Man  
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In May 1852 Thomas Cullis, a 72 year old carpenter, set out from his house at Lower  
Menadue to visit his daughter in St Blazey. He never got there. He was the victim of a tragic 
accident. The Royal Cornwall Gazette

1
 of 14

th
 May 1852 reported the event and the  

coroner’s inquest: 
On Tuesday, the 11

th
 inst., Joseph Hamley, Esq., held an inquest on Thomas Cullis, of  

Luxulyan, who met his death under the following circumstances. He was an old man 72 

years of age, and was going from his home to St Blazey to see his daughter. He had to cross 

Mr Treffry’s Railway; and in doing so he unfortunately came on the railway just as a train of 

two wagons laden with china clay was coming down. Being very deaf he did not hear the 

train coming, and the conductor who saw him and gave the alarm, could not apply the 

breaks [sic] in time. A woman who was on the road saw the old man knocked down, and the 

wagons pass over him. Assistance was soon got, but it was found that both his legs were 

nearly cut off. He was carried to his home, never rallied, and died in about two hours. Mr 

Ward, surgeon was sent for, but the poor man died before arrival. There did not appear that 

there was the least blame to be attached to the conductor, and the jury returned a verdict of 

“Accidental death”. 

He was buried on 13
th
 May 1852 and the vicar added in the margin of the burial register

2
, 

‘Run over by a Tram on the Railroad, surviving only two hours’. 
Accidental deaths were not uncommon at the time. This wasn’t even the first death recorded 
in the parish register as a result of the arrival of the railway; that came in April 1846 when, 
according to burial register, 15 year old John Thomas, of Cross, was: ‘Accidentally killed by a 
railway carriage running over him’. The tragic death of Thomas Cullis does raise questions 
about Treffry’s railway and the local area at the time. 
Treffry had built a transport network, comprising a canal from Par Harbour to Ponts Mill, an 

incline plane, and a horse-drawn tramway (‘Mr Treffry’s Railway’), including the viaduct. By 

1844, according to The Royal Cornwall Gazette (31
st
 May 1844), the length of this network 

was 7 ¼ miles. It reported that the gauge was 4 feet 8 ½ inches, with the rails ‘fixed to cross 

granite sleepers’. Horse traction was used, not locomotives. The intention was to bring ‘coal, 

timber, lime, manure, mining materials, and merchandise’ into the district and to send out 

‘granite, china clay, with mining and agricultural produce’. We can be sure that the line 

reached Bugle by the time of this accident because in 1849 the paper reported a trial, for 

embezzlement, of an employee at the ‘terminus’ at ‘Mallinnis’ [Molinnis]. 

In theory, the accident could have taken place anywhere between Bugle and Par, since,  

according to Jim Lewis
3
, a railway was being built in 1851 to replace the canal. Using the 

sparse information in the newspaper, it is possible to suggest possible locations for the  

accident. Cullis did not hear the warnings of the conductor. No conductor would have been 

necessary on the incline plane, which eliminates that stretch. If the accident had occurred 

between Ponts Mill and St Blazey, it would have been impracticable to carry him all the way 

back to his home, which according to the 1851 census was at Lower Menadue. This means 

the accident is likely to have been between the top of the Carmears Incline and Bridges, as 

he would have had no reason to be near the rails between Bridges and Bugle.He may have 

walked along the railway, which may have been common practice, but since the report clear-

ly says that he ‘had to cross’ the railway, we can eliminate that idea. So, where  

Death on Mr Treffry’s Railway 
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Death on Mr Treffry’s Railway (cont) 

would someone travelling between Lower Menadue and St Blazey have crossed the railway? The 

following sketch map shows two likely places, labelled A and B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crossing point A would have been at Bridges. Cullis might have taken a route from home using 

field paths and lanes, dropping down to Bridges by the mill. It must be remembered that the  

current road bridge over the river and railway did not exist in 1852; it was built for the Cornwall 

Minerals Railway in 1874. The old bridge was roughly to the north-west of the car park of the 

King’s Arms. Cullis may have walked past the waterwheel of the mill heading for the bridge, and 

met his accident as he passed on to the tracks. Had he crossed safely, he could have crossed 

the river on the old bridge, walked past the pub and headed for St Blazey by roads and paths. 

Alternatively, the accident may have been at B, a place where the Saints’ Way now crosses the 

tramway. This could have been approached in one of two ways: either, as now, by going past 

Carminnow Farm (but not over the railway bridge, constructed in the 1870s over the cutting made 

for the Cornwall Minerals Railway) and over the fields to Cam Bridges. Or he could have taken 

the road from St Cyor’s Farm, in Churchtown, to Cam Bridges. This is now a dead-end. It was 

truncated by Treffry’s Railway but Cullis might have stuck to old habits and used it to reach Cam 

Bridges, crossing the tramway a little further south from point B, but it seems unlikely. Once at 

Cam Bridges it would have been possible to take the old road, which went past Rock Mill towards 

Ponts Mill and St Blazey. It is unclear whether the wagons were being pulled by horses when the 

accident occurred, or were moving by gravity, a method used on the Pentewan Railway in its ear-

ly days. 

continued on page 6 
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The newspaper said that a woman on the road witnessed the accident and that assistance 

came quickly, which certainly favours Bridges as the location. Medical help was sought and 

a surgeon, Mr Ward, attended. The 1851 census shows him as living in Honey Street in 

Bodmin. Had the accident been nearer St Blazey, it is probable that help would have been 

sought there. With such a horrific accident it would have been impossible to have done 

much to help; blood loss and shock would have made death inevitable. But someone went 

rapidly to Bodmin, perhaps on horseback, and Mr Ward attended, no doubt fully aware of 

the hopelessness of his journey. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From a 19th century plan of Luxulyan. Railway Terrace is close to where ’Luxillian’ is written 
on the plan. Hazel Harradence explains: ‘The map shows the road that went through  
immediately behind the row of cottages, still there as one now. The other one now very 
close to the current bridge, has a building in its garden - this was the old chapel that was  
demolished to make way for current bridge.’ 
 

Plan supplied by Hazel Harradence. Copyright: Cornwall Record Office, ref TF861. 

Page 6 

Death on Mr Treffry’s Railway (cont) 

This is Point A, as seen from Luxulyan 
station. The modern railway at this point 
follows the same alignment as the  
tramway. The modern (1874) bridge is in 
the background. 

 A photograph from 
about 1960 showing 
the old bridge.  

Photograph supplied 
by Hazel Harradence.  

Copyright: Cornwall 
Studies Library. 
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What else do we know about Thomas Cullis? Parish registers, census returns, the tithe  

survey, and newspapers help a little. He was baptised Thomas Littleton Cullis in Lanlivery 

on March 5
th
 1780, the son of Richard and Elizabeth Cullis. The record is silent until 9

th
 April 

1814 when Thomas, described as a carpenter, married Elizabeth Hamley, spinster, in  

Luxulyan Church. His early years were during the Napoleonic Wars, a turbulent time for 

everyone with high food prices, the press gangs and the fear of invasion (Charles  

Rashleigh wrote on 26
th
 October 1803 ‘I hope Boneparte [sic] will not come in June, to  

partake of the pheasants’
4
). The family grew very large: Ann was baptised in 1815; Betsey 

(1816); John (1821); Jane (1822); Richard (1824); Grace (1827); Charles (1829); Samuel 

(born about 1829 but no record of baptism); William (1831); Catherine (born about 1835 but 

no record of baptism); and Phillippa Ann (1838). The 1841 census recorded that John, now 

a carpenter, was still living at Lower Menadue with his parents, along with Richard, Samuel, 

William and Grace, as well as 6 year old Catherine.  
continued on page 8 

Death on Mr Treffry’s Railway (cont) 

This is point B. The footpath 
(now part of the modern Saints' 
Way path) crosses the tramway 
here. 
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Death on Mr Treffry’s Railway (cont) 

 
By 1851 the household was smaller, with Thomas and Elizabeth accompanied by Samuel (a 
carpenter) and Grace (‘assistant in house’). Also there on the census day was the 7 year old 
grandson, John Retallack, who was born in Bodmin, presumably the child of Jane, who had 
married Francis Retallick, a tinner, in 1844. 
 

The Tithe Apportionment (1839) and Map (1840)
5
 show that Thomas was occupier, or joint 

occupier, of a few acres of property in addition to the house and garden at Lower Menadue. 
These were at Conce and Polgoda and included a smith’s shop and dwelling house.  
Besides being a skilled tradesman, he appears to have been a leaseholder, so presumably 
he was a little better off than many of his fellow parishioners. There is another piece of  
evidence that suggests he once had an extra business interest. The London Gazette of 1834, 
Part 1

6 
stated: 

 

THE COURT FOR RELIEF OF INSOLVENT DEBTORS 

 

The Matters of the PETITIONS and SCHEDULES of the PRISONERS hereinafter named 

(the same having been filed in the Court) are appointed to be heard as follows: 

 

At the Court-House, at Bodmin, in the County of Cornwall, on the 8
th
 day of March 1834 at 

Ten o’Clock in the Forenoon precisely… 

Thomas Cullis, formerly of the Parish of Luxilian, Cornwall, Carpenter, then of Helston, Mine 

Agent, and late of Luxilian aforesaid, Carpenter,  

 

It would appear he had once been a mine agent, strangely not in the Mid-Cornwall area 

where there would have been plenty of opportunities but further west. Mining was a  

precarious business, financially as well as physically, and possibly this had led him into debt. 

Until 1869 debtors could be imprisoned until the debt was paid off but Thomas  

escaped that fate since it seems he was one of those ‘petitioners entitled…to their  

discharge’ at the hearing in Bodmin.  

 
His was not a famous, nor even a particularly significant life. Had it not been for the awful  
accident that claimed his life, his existence would probably have remained unnoticed. Yet it 
tells us something about our locality during a period of rapid change. 

 

SOURCES: 
 

1 The Royal Cornwall Gazette. Available to Cornwall library users at: http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/
libraries/your-library-online/read-newspapers-and-magazines-online/ 
2 Available at Dusty Docs http://www.dustydocs.com/ 
3 Jim Lewis, The Par Canal, The China Clay History Society newsletter, Issue 28, 2011 
4 Richard & Bridget Larn, Charlestown. The History of a Cornish Seaport, Shipwreck and Marine 1994, 41 
5Luxulyan Tithe Map & Apportionment, Cornwall Record Office (available on CD) 
6The London Gazette, https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/19128/page/287/data.pdf 
 

To investigate the locality properly the best map to use is Ordnance Survey Explorer 107, St 
Austell and Liskeard. 
 

I would like to thank Hazel Harradence and Roger James for their help with this piece of 

work. 

Roger Smith 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/libraries/your-library-online/read-newspapers-and-magazines-online/
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/libraries/your-library-online/read-newspapers-and-magazines-online/
http://www.dustydocs.com/
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/19128/page/287/data.pdf
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Graeme Miller 

Following a short battle with a particularly aggressive form of cancer, Graeme passed away 
peacefully at home, with his family around him, on 2nd June at the tender age of 65. 
 

Graeme was a true ‘Friend’ of the Valley. From the early days of the reawakening of the 
Ponts Mill hydro-electric turbine, Graeme was immediately enthused to get involved helping 
Ed and Peter make a success of this Green Energy venture, and latterly with Cornwall  
Council and Cormac. He could be found walking the valley’s leat paths at least twice a day 
365 days a year, with his faithful companion, Monty. He ensured that the waters ran freely by 
clearing blockages, and kept the sluice gates and fish screens maintained. He would collect 
litter on his rounds and was always involved in the continual battle to plug leaks, repair leat 
banks, strim and clear footpaths, as well as guide visitors, and help with volunteer days. 
 

All those that knew Graeme could not help but be impressed with his dedication to the valley, 
his love of life, sense of humour and his willingness to help anyone who needed it. 
 
‘The Friends’ send their heartfelt sympathy to his wife, Ann; their children, Adam and Nicola, 
and grandson Arthur. 
 

You will be sorely missed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graeme and Monty 

Chris Tigg 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 26
th
 February 2016 I was privileged to be invited to the Cornwall Heritage 

Trust’s 30
th
 Anniversary  Dinner held at the beautiful Boconnoc House. On arrival we were 

greeted with a glass of champagne, whilst a slide show depicted the work of the trust, and 
a string quartet played in the adjoining room.  
The trust is part of the Luxulyan Valley Partnership and is represented by John Smith who 

also serves on the steering group for the Luxulyan Valley Project which is seeking funding 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund. A substantial part of the bid will be spent of restoration of 

the Treffry Viaduct which is owned by the trust. The trust owns or manages ten other 

properties;- 

Carn Euny       Castle an Dinas   Dupath Well             King Doniert’s Stone 
Sancreed Beacon       St. Breock Downs Monolith      Tregiffian Burial Chamber  
Trevanion Culverhouse            The Hurlers Stone Circles       Trethevy Quoit   
 
Details of these can be found on their website  www.cornwallheritagetrust.org  
 

Jim Cleare 

Cornwall Heritage Trust 30
th

 Anniversary 
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New to the Sales Stand 

The Saints Way 

Walk across Cornwall, coast to coast in the footsteps of 
the Celtic Saints. 

Forth an Syns 
A pack of cards guiding you on eight walks along the 

Saints’ Way 
By Heulyn & Ginny Lewis 

£4.99 (or £6.00 including post & package) 
01726 850553 or jim.cleare@btinternet.com 

http://www.cornwallheritagetrust.org/
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MEMBERS - WE NEED AN AUDITOR!! 
 

The Friends of Luxulyan Valley needs to find a new auditor from among our members, as  
required by our Constitution. Our last auditor, Lyn Thomas, resigned as a consequence of 
moving away from the area in April this year. We thank her for the years she has carried out 
this task and wish her and husband Chris every happiness in their new home in Sussex. 
 
Being our Auditor is not a particularly onerous task. Its basic function is to check that our 
Treasurer has correctly recorded our income and expenditure and prepared an accurate  
balance sheet year on year. Our financial year is January to December and the accounts 
should be audited in time for the AGM in the following March if  possible. This means the job 
is usually done in February and probably takes two or three hours. 
 
It is fundamentally a manual task, to check receipts, etc., against lists of income and  
expenditure, plus checking bank statements against cheques, paying in and transfers. Some 
can be done on a computer if preferred. It ain’t rocket science, as the saying goes, but it is 
best done by someone who lives in the general area of St. Austell. 
 
However, it is a labour of love as, along with our other Officers, there is no payment for this 
job but any reasonable expenses incurred in carrying it out would naturally be reimbursed. 
What’s this about ‘Officer’? Yes, our Auditor is an officer but don’t be alarmed, our Auditor is 
not required to be a Trustee or member of our Executive Committee and attend boring  
meetings. Or even be re-elected every year. 
 
So come on members, please consider if you would be able to carry out this job and not  
assume someone else will do it. Anyone interested and wants to know more should get in 
touch with our Treasurer, John Wright, by email to folv@jmwlux.myzen.co.uk or on  
01726 852436 in the first instance. We have a Trustees meeting on 4

th
 July so it would be 

nice to hear from anyone interested before then, but any time will do! 

 

 

 

              

TALK ON URANIUM GLASS MINING 
 

The audience at Dave Naylor’s highly entertaining talk to the Friends of Luxulyan Valley on 
Wednesday 20

th
 April 2016 was a little disconcerted to see that he had brought a Geiger 

counter with him. However, no-one was in danger. Although uranium glass does contain 
measurable amounts of radioactivity the real dangers lay in mining the ore and working the 
glass itself.  
 
 

Uranium glass, sometimes called Vaseline glass, became popular in the late 19
th
 century 

and continued being produced well into the 20
th
.  

 
 

Seen in ultra-violet light, many of the objects on display shone with an eerie green glow. 
Dave and his wife are avid collectors and told this little-known story in a way that kept all  
present absorbed. Cornwall was a major source of pitchblende, from which uranium (and  
radium, as used by Marie Curie) can be obtained, so this was a story with great local  
interest.           

Roger Smith 



£3.5 million Heritage Lottery Fund Bid - Get involved! 
 

Do you love to walk in Luxulyan Valley, hold fond memories of it as a place to go, or  
remember it as a place of work?  
 

 
 

Described as a ‘hidden gem’ Luxulyan Valley, part of the Cornish Mining World Heritage Site, 
is set to undergo major conservation work, funded in part by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
 

Top of the list is the restoration of the Treffry Viaduct to bring it back to working order, along 
with a set of trails and paths which will enable walkers to delve deeper into the woodlands and 
to find out more about its fascinating industrial heritage, and natural habitats.   
 

Central to the plans is a programme of activities to encourage more people to get involved and 
to find out about the remarkable heritage of this hidden gem on their doorstep.  
 

The project team has been in place for a few months and are busy talking to people in and 
around Luxulyan Valley. If you would like to find out more about the project, share your 
thoughts and ideas that will help the team build a programme of community activities and  
support the work of the Friends of Luxulyan Valley, then please take the time to meet  
members of the team.  
 

Members of Friends of Luxulyan Valley are encouraged to attend a special meeting on  
Tuesday 12

th
 July, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, where Christine Garwood, the Project  

Coordinator and Christina Dixon, the Activity Planner will be pleased to chat to you.  
 

In addition, the project team have attended community events and activities in and around 
Luxulyan, Par and St. Blazey. These include: 12th June: Par Big Lunch, Sweets Grill Car 
Park, Par (11am - 3.30pm) 18

th
 June: Tywardreath School, Summer Fair (12pm – 3pm) 

 
 

Continued on page 13 
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Scan this QR code to link straight to 

the public online survey: 
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VISIT TO TREGARGUS VALLEY 
 

On Saturday 21
st
 May 2016, members of the Friends of Luxulyan Valley ignored the rain and 

visited Tregargus Valley near St Stephen-in-Brannel. This area is so rich in industrial remains, 
much of which has been taken over by thick vegetation, that full appreciation of it requires  
expert guidance. Fortunately, John Yeo and Lynne Hendy of the Tregargus Trust were there 
to provide it. China-stone was quarried and milled in the valley from the 1870s to 1965. The 
remains of 8 mills exist in the Valley. These made ingenious use of water from the Barn River.  
 

The Trust is dedicated to the conservation of its unique archaeological features and telling the 
story of those who worked there. At the same time, much is being done to promote the Valley 
as a habitat for wildlife. It is a delightful, fascinating place, well worth a visit, and the Trust  
deserves great praise for its work. 

Roger Smith 
 

                China-stone mill                                                         Mica Drags      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water-wheel after conservation work                                      China-stone mill       
            

Online Survey and a Prize Draw! 
 

The project team have launched an online public survey, hosted by Cornwall Council and can 
be found on the web page below, alongside some more information about the project: 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/parks-and-open-spaces/luxulyan-
valley-and-prideaux-woods/ 
 

Please take the time to complete the survey and pass the link on to all your friends, family 
and colleagues. If you would like to find out more about the project please contact Christine 
Garwood, Project Coordinator, cgarwood@cornwall.gov.uk 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/parks-and-open-spaces/luxulyan-valley-and-prideaux-woods/
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/parks-and-open-spaces/luxulyan-valley-and-prideaux-woods/
mailto:cgarwood@cornwall.gov.uk


Four times a year all Members of The Friends of Luxulyan Valley receive our Newsletter and 
mostly it is read and admired and eventually goes to manual or electronic recycling. The  
engine that has powered our production for the last several years has been Elaine Higman 
but, unfortunately, she now has some health problems that have forced her to relinquish this 
job sooner than she had expected.  
 

Many long-time members will know Elaine from her time as our Chair-person and an active 
member of our Board of Trustees for many years. Since then she has been the Newsletter 
compiler, receiving contributions, arranging the content and filling space when necessary. 
 

We now need someone to take her place on our Newsletter production team and fill the gap 
in the engine room. This requires someone who is at home with computer programmes such 
as Publisher or Word and is willing to volunteer to give up space in their computers memory 
to manage the task.  
 

There is a supportive Newsletter team that covers all the other tasks involved in its  
production and distribution who will be very happy to assist a new member with the bits of 
knowledge they have. So if you feel you can step up to help us out then please contact  
either Jim Cleare or John Wright to find out more.  
 

Looking forward to hearing from you!  
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FoLV Newsletter - WE NEED HELP! 

20 YEARS OF BEING FRIENDS 

In 2017 we reach the Milestone of the 20th Anniversary since our formation. Many members 
will recall that our 10th Anniversary fell immediately after Luxulyan Valley became part of the 
Cornish Mining World Heritage Site and this anniversary follows ten years of being part of that. 
With this in mind, we shall be thinking of ways we may celebrate our 20th Anniversary. We 
would really appreciate members letting us have their views and suggestions. Some may  
recall what we organised for our 10th anniversary.  
 
10 years ago many wondered how that would make any useful difference to our Valley but 
now it is on the threshold of being awarded around £3.5 million in Heritage Lottery Grant 
Funds that in all probability would not have been attainable had this not occurred. 
 
Although we will not be directly involved in spending this huge sum, as a founding member of 
the Luxulyan Valley Partnership management forum we are one of the main Community  
contact groups associated with this HLF bid. Consequently it would seem appropriate our  
anniversary celebration connects with this. 
 
As related items in this newsletter show, we have engaged with the Activity Plan with Christina 
Dixon and the Project Co-ordinator Christine Garwood. There is an event in Luxulyan Village 
Hall on 12

th
 July at 7.30 p.m. where people can find out more. You can let us have your 

thoughts through the email address on our website or by contacting any of the Committee 
listed in this newsletter or the back of your membership card. 
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VALLEY OF THE GODS 

 

 
Strolling through the valley, beauty paints my way,  

Dawn draws forth the curtains, to a brand new day, 

Streams create a trickle, ferns grow at their side, 

Blessed by natures art work, sharing in her pride. 

 

The sound of mighty rivers, echo from below, 

Brightly coloured flowers, grace a morning glow, 

Dew lies in the valley, trees reach for the sky, 

A host of tuneful songbirds, perform as I pass by. 

 

Owls swoop before me, hunters of the night, 

Golden rays of sunshine, appear within my sight, 

An aqueduct of splendour, places me at awe, 

Built by men of valour, centuries before. 

 

Walking through the valley, strangers come my way, 

I greet them with politeness, wishing them “Good day”, 

Soon, their shadows dwindle, slowly from my view, 

I ponder for a moment, beneath a sky of blue. 

 

Hidden in the undergrowth, creatures start to wake, 

Sensing eyes upon me, with every step I take, 

Captured by the ambience, of a bright, new day, 

Blessed by mother nature, who’s art work paints my way… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rob Bristol 



Committee Contacts: 
 

 

Jim Cleare - Chairman -                                01726 850553  
Sara Kettle - Deputy Chair-                           01726 852067                
John Wright - Treasurer -                             01726 852436 
Roger James - Secretary -                           01726 850769 
Harriet Nott - Membership Secretary -          01726 850735 
Tracy Elliot - Events -                                    07785 741287 
         Sales -                                                   01726  852603 

We are on the web ! www.luxulyanvalley.co.uk 

 Friends of Luxulyan Valley Membership 

If you are not already a member of the Friends of Luxulyan Valley, why not join? 
 

Membership runs from April to March and allows you to attend most activities free of charge 
(there may be a charge for those activities which require an entrance fee or incur some other 
cost) and provides you with a quarterly newsletter. 
 
In addition, it will give you the satisfaction of participating in the preservation of our  
beautiful valley.   
The current  Annual Membership rates are: Individual: £6 Junior (under 16) :£1 Joint: £8   

Family: £10  Corporate: £25  Individual Life Membership £75  

Application forms available on our website or by contacting our  Membership Secretary:  

Ms Harriet Nott, 75 Stannary Road, Stenalees, St. Austell, Cornwall, PL26 8SW.  

Telephone 01726 850735. Email: harri@ygorow.plus.com 
 
 

We are on Facebook ! Friends of Luxulyan Valley 

Otter Spotting 

Next Survey 15—18 July 2016 

Review Meeting—25 July 2016 

Please contact Ed Harradence 

On  01726 851158 for details 

 


